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agreement as regards the wages (ujrah) of the distributor
(qassam).1 According to al-Shafi'i, his wage is taken out
of the proceeds of the tithe or kharaj collected. Abu
Hamfah, on the other hand, says that the wage is paid in an
equitable manner out of the produce before the collection
of the tax. Sufyan al-Thawri says that such wages are
paid, in the case of khar&j, by the sultan and in the case of
tithe, by the landowner, and finally Malik holds that wages
relating to tithe are paid by the tithe payer and those relat-
ing to kharaj are paid half and half by the taxpayer and
the sultan.

The officials of the fa'y revenue,2 such as the kharaf and
the jizyaJi, besides being reliable and active, are required to
possess certain other qualities according to the extent of
jurisdiction and power with which they are invested: (i)
If they are charged with the assessment and distribution of
the fa'y revenue, they must possess these four qualities:
they must be freemen, Moslems, muftakids, and conversant
with arithmetic and surveying. (2) If they have full au-
thority over the collection of tax rates which have already
been assessed, they must be freemen, Moslems, and con-
versant with arithmetic and surveying, but they need not
be mujtahids} since their duty is only to collect what has
already been assessed. (3) If they have limited authority
over a specified part of the fafy revenue, then it depends
on the duties they have been charged with. If their duties
are such that they need to appoint a substitute, they must
be Moslems, freemen, and conversant with arithmetic and
surveying to the degree required, but they may not be

1 Qassdm (distributor) means the official who measures off the tithe
or the proportional tax from the entire produce which after harvest
was deposited in the barns (bayddir). The massdh (surveyor), on the
other hand, is the official who measures the land in order to deter-
mine the amount of the khardj. (Cf. Berchem, p. 72, fn. 4.)

* Mawardi, p. 224; also p. 264.